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Managing the Monster

Doug Ferris
OSM VISTA
Friends of the Cheat

How does a small, chronically understaffed and under-funded
watershed group with constant changes in personnel maintain
a growing data base of monitoring information? 

1.  Make few assumptions about your replacement, whoever
It is won’t know what you know-try to make it easy for them.

2. Think about how you name your sampling points, is it logical?
In the absence of a map, does it give any information?

3. Every chance you get, see how others, particularly DEP or 
DNR manage their databases.

Our data became virtually un- useable because:

Different files for different creeks

Separate files for each project

Confusing sample point nomenclature

Multiple formats for data

Data entry not kept up to date

Don’t let this happen to you!

Consolidate your data

“Uh, where do those little buttons come from?”

Use the power of the program You can filter the data to find just what you need
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Filter button

You can sort your data
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Besides water quality data fields, we include:
Date
Creek name
A site code
Site description
Distance from mouth
Receiving body of water
Project
AMD source
In stream
Samples taken?
Latitude & longitude (Decimal)
Remarks

What’s wrong with 
just numbering the 
sample points?

Who wants to play where’s Waldo?
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MC 0
MC T 300-0

MC 2230

CO 0

MC 805
MC T 777-0

MC T777-703

MC 765

MC 2241

Martin 0

F 0G 400 G 0

Martin 901
Martin 874

We are converting to this site code nomenclature method


